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                                                     March 1, 2008
Greetings to All,
Whip and spur that mighty bronco called Weather! Thought the extremes were bad enough as of last newsletter, last week 71 in the late afternoon one day and by first light 16 degree wind chill. Top that off with two days well into the seventies and snowing the next, you just never know anymore in these parts. 
Wind, yet again it just keeps howling from one direction then another.

Some of the local so called “weather persons” have a stunned look about like a pup passing a peach pit, can’t wait to see how flustered they get when the real Spring weather shows up in force, hyperventilation sounds in order.   

Have noticed some of the early flowers have sprouted and growing, daffodils already blooming in a couple places. Trees starting to bud probably get another late freeze to hurt the fruit trees again this year at least those that survived the ice storm.

WHAT’S GOING ON, well plenty with Spring on it’s way, attached is a separate schedule for the April 15 – 20 National Gathering at Ft. Osage, Many Thanks to Bryan “Tater” Everhart for getting this posted and all of his work in making the Gathering a success. 

March 7 – 16, 2008, 24th Annual Southwestern Regional Rendezvous near Stringtown, OK. Contact Sterling “Beaver” Swan at 580-920-1779.

March 14 -16, 2008, Renegade Freetrappers Bucks Rendezvous near South Coffeyville, OK
March 20 -23, 2008, Cabin Fever Rendezvous near Miami, OK hosted by the Shawnee Branch Muzzleloader Club contact Bob & Tammy White at 479-271-7607 for more info.

April 2 – 6, 2008, Fort Washita Rendezvous near Durant, OK.

April 4 – 6, 2008, Cedare Creek Muzzleloaders Spring Rendezvous held near Westville OK.

April 4 – 6, 2008 Strother Freetrappers Spring Rendezvous and Blackpowder Shoot near Holden MO, contact Tracy at mo-rep@coht.org for more info.

April 4 – 6, 2008, Colonial Trade Faire at historical Fort de Chatres.

April 11 – 13,2008, Woolaroc Spring Rendezvous southwest of Bartlesville, OK.

April 11 – 13, 2008, High Plains Longrifles Spring Shoot near Hays, KS.

April 18 – 20, 2008, Renegade Freetrappers Family Spring Rendezvous near South Coffeyville, KS.

April 17 – 20, 2008, Barren Fork Territorial Rendezvous near Gainsville, MO.

NATIONAL NEWS, everyone should have received their Spring National Quarterly, TTG by now as it went out first class mail this issue due to the extra revenue of add sales. Again, a fantastic job from the Editorial staff they’ve jumped on this project like a duck on a Junebug.

Not a lot to report as most if not all attention has been focused on the National Gathering and the activities involved. As a note, please get your pre registration to Scott Carlson by April 1st to save a few dollars, if you flip over the enclosed event schedule you’ll find a copy.

Miki Nelson has got a good hand full of the reins in regards to the Communication Director’s position, would very much like to Thank Dan for his years of service, he sure pulled my bacon out of the fire several times a few when it was a bit crispy!

ADVERTISEMENT, anything to sell, peddle or trade out there? Recently received a wonderful pair of salt horns ordered from MO member Jeff Bottiger, they are pretty sweet and make a very fine addition to the kit, look forward to drooling over his powder horns at Ft O.

Yes Allen I found my notes on the oilcloth project, will get them, the notes that is, cleaned up and posted.
OUTDOOR ACTIVITES, biggest news on this front would the opening of Spring Turkey season on April 6th, plan to be out and about in the turkey woods as much as possible this year, sounds like there are a lot of birds that survived this past Winter’s ills. 

Another very interesting and worthwhile event coming up March 22nd will be held in the park below Lake Tenkiller Dam. It is a joint effort from several fly fishing groups, civic organizations and the OWDC to raise much needed funds for continued habitat maintenance / improvement and regulation enforcement. 
Several top anglers will be there doing seminars and training as well as related vendors, a BBQ lunch served for 5$. Also a top notch raffle including two $1,000 complete fly fishing rigs, guided fishing trips and other great prizes, this would be a great one to support if at all possible.

In closing wish everyone Fun and Safe adventures in their Spring event season, especially look forward to catching up with folks at Ft. Osage in April.

If headed to the turkey woods please be Double Careful as this warmer weather will definitely bring out the cottonmouths, copperheads and rattlers!
Take / Give Care,

Brad Pickle

Oklahoma State Rep ok-rep@coht.org
SCT Governor  sc-gov@coht.org

